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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 

One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 





A TREATISE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
the Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretenders 
who falsely claimed Apostolic power? 


Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 


Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 


When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 

Why was it withheld? 

When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





OUR NEXT ISSUE 
March 16, 1957 


. will be a special, combined issue of the 
True Christmas and Easter Numbers of 
the Mercippo MEssaGE, featuring articles 
with supporting evidence for the Abib cele- 
bration. 

You will enjoy reading The Prince of 
the Kings. There will be an explanatory 
article of the meaning of Gethsemane, les- 
sons from Jesus’ example and ministry, a 
significance of “bells”; plus inspirational 
articles, informative departments, a feature 
for children, and more. Watch also for The 
Church’s Seed. Illustrated throughout 


with full-color cover. Do not miss it! 








The Value of Earnest Effort 


Dear Sister: 

The MessaGE and Bible Lessons are a 
great help to us in these trying times. 

We learn how to show our Christian 
faith in our life, how to let our light so 
shine before men that they may see our 
good works. 

We must be able to hear God’s Word 
with understanding and read it with bene- 
fit. Thus we learn how to use our time, 
talents and treasures in the service of God 
for the building of His Kingdom. 

Our “God service” consists of our hymns 
and psalms, our prayers and offerings. No 
matter how poorly we sing, or how inade- 
quately we express our thoughts in prayer, 
if these things are the earnest expression 
of our grateful hearts, we do service to 
God. 

All such efforts have little value if they 
are not wrapped up in obedience to His 
commandments in our daily life. 

Edgar, Wis. Sister R— 
Enthusiastic Scholars 
Dear Christian Friends at the Mission: 

I want to send my sincere thanks for the 
literature that you have sent for the chil- 
dren. They enjoy the Sunday School Class 
so much that I have with them every Sun- 
day morning. 

One of the boys said that if he didn’t 
have to go to school, he would like Sunday 
School every day. The Bible stories are a 
blessing even to us adults. Again I want 
to say “Thank you” so much. 

God bless you and keep you, 

As ever in Christ, 


Eugene, Oregon Mrs. C. S. 


OBITUARY 
VIOLET FIDEL CONKLIN 

It is with sorrow that we report the sud- 
den passing on February 1, 1957, of Mrs. 
Violet Fidel Conklin, friend, sister, sub- 
scriber and correspondent for 32 years. Sis- 
ter Conklin lived in San Benito, Texas; the 
wife of Moses Conklin, by whom she is sur- 
vived, also three daughters and one son, 
Mrs. William Barnholdt of our Rochester 
congregation; Mrs. Floyd Smith; Mrs. Jean 
Dierks; and Murrel Conklin, all of Texas; 
also three brothers and one sister. 

Funeral services were conducted at the 
Ashkraft and Friedler Funeral Parlors, San 
Benito. Burial was at Rest Lawn Cemetery. 

The death of our sister reimpresses the 
utter frailty of mortality, for she appeared 
so well when visited by two of our mission- 
aries last spring and whom she received 
with great joy. 

We extend deepest sympathy to the be- 
reaved and remind them of the hope of the 
Scriptures which lies beyond this vale of 
sorrow and trouble, when “this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory” 
(I Cor. 15: 54). 
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WHAT IS THE RANSOM? 


IRM believers in the pagan atonement claim that 
F Christ was the ransom for our sins, that He paid the 
penalty. The false doctrine of the atonement, re- 
ceived from the pagans, is the cause of their having at- 
tached such an erroneous meaning to the word “ransom.” 


Truth Sets Free 


We shall turn to the Hebrew word “padah,” which is 
translated “ransom” in Hos. 13:14, and for some of its 
definitions we read: “To set free ... to preserve, to 
deliver life from danger.” In a Bible sense, how can we 
become free? Jesus will inform us in John 8: 31—34, 
36: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on 
him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis- 
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free. They answered him, We be Abra- 
ham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how 
sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever com- 
mitteth sin is the servant of sin. ... If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 

Naturally we are all in the bondage of sin, slaves to 
sin; and what did Jesus say would free us? To know the 
truth. This is God-given freedom. To ransom is to set 
free, and that is how Christ will ransom or set us free. 
Did he not say: “Jf the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed”? Paul received the truth 
from Jesus, and he proclaimed in Rom. 6:17, 18: “But 
God be thanked, that though ye were the servants of 
sin [original], ye have obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made 
free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” 
How do we become free from sin? By obeying from the 
heart the form of doctrine delivered to us. 


Forgiveness of Sins versus Paying of Penalty 


Listen to almost the last words of Jesus before He 
ascended to the Father: “And he said unto them, These 
are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in 
the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their under- 
standing, that they might understand the scriptures, and 
said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day; 
and that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24: 44—47). 

What did Christ command them to preach among all 
nations? “Repentance and remission of sins.” That is 
what He preached during His ministry, and He com- 
manded His Apostles to preach the same. If Jesus paid 
the penalty, if His literal death atoned for the sins of 
the whole world, this would have been the place for it 
to have been proclaimed. Jesus preached for men to re- 
pent and turn from all iniquity and their sins would be 
forgiven; but if He paid the penalty, there is no for- 


giveness. Forgiveness and paying of penalty cannot go 
together. If the Governor of the State forgives or par- 
dons a man, does the penalty have to be paid? Study the 
words of Jesus from the first of Matthew to the last 
words of Revelation, and you will find every word in har- 
mony with what He proclaimed in Matt. 7: 21 and Rev. 
22:14, where He said: “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. ... Blessed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.” 


The Ransom According to Caiaphas 


Many of the Jews were continually patterning after 
the pagan nations by whom they were surrounded, and in 
the case of Jesus the wicked high priest Caiaphas did the 
same. When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, as re- 
corded in John 11, the Jews were greatly enraged, and 
“some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and 
told them what things Jesus had done. Then gathered 
the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, 
What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. If we let 
him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the 
Romans shall come and take away both our place and 
nation. And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high 
priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing 
at all, nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one 
man should die for the people, and that the whole nation 
perish not. ... Then from that day forth they took coun- 
sel together for to put him to death.” 

They were filled with envy and hatred of Jesus, and 
the wicked high priest brought in the pagan idea as an 
excuse to put Jesus to death. In later years the apostate 
church, as a means to lure the pagans into her fold, ac- 
cepted the cry of the vile Caiaphas and taught that Christ 
died to appease God’s wrath toward a sinful world— 
that the innocent had to suffer to let the wicked go free. 
I would that the churches could realize that in teaching 
the pagan atonement they are following the counsel of 
the vile high priest and not the Word of God. Was not 
the high priest vile in the sight of God for urging the 
Jews to take the life of an innocent man? He most cer- 
tainly was, and we shall be rejected of the coming King 
if we accept his false, pagan doctrine. 


Salvation at Christ’s Second Advent 


Someone may ask, “Does not Christ save us?” He 
certainly will, but it is after we have made ourselves 
worthy of salvation by obedience to God’s command- 
ments; for Jesus truly said: “He that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be saved. .. . Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Matt. 
24:13; Rev. 2:10). Paul was of the same mind as was 
Jesus, and he proclaimed: “For ye have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might re- 
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ceive the promise” (Heb. 10:36). The Apostle Peter, 
who was inspired to proclaim the same truth, testified: 
“When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive 
a crown of glory that fadeth not away” (I Pet. 5:4). 
That will be when the faithful receive the crown of life— 
when Christ, the chief Shepherd, comes. That is when 
Hos. 13:14 will be fulfilled; God, through the Prophet, 
foretold: “J will ransom them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be 
thy plagues: O grave, I will be thy destruction.” 

When will Jesus ransom his sleeping brethren from 
the grave? At the fulfillment of Luke 14:14 and John 
5: 28, 29, for Jesus promised: “Thou shalt be blessed; 
for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be rec- 
ompensed at the resurrection of the just. . . . Marvel 
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
ave in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth.” 

The thought that “ransom” means “to set free” is 
most wonderful! Jesus and Paul both testified that know]- 
edge of the truth and obedience thereto will free us 
from sin. We are first made free mentally by believing 
the truth, then freed morally by obeying the truth, and 
when Christ comes the “second time” He will free us 
from Death’s clutches to bestow upon us immortality, 


eternal life (Rom. 2:7). Christ will not do for us what 
we can do for ourselves, but He will do for us what we 
cannot do. With God’s word to rule and govern us, we 
can purify our souls “in obeying the truth,” but we can- 
not redeem our souls from the power of the grave; but, 
as the Prophet proclaimed: “God will redeem my soul 
from the power of the grave” (Ps. 49:15). 

~ Can you not see how Christ is a ransom, how he sets 
us free? Acts 3:26 is a testimony we should remember, 
for it reads: “Unto you first God, having raised up his 
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities.” Christ’s first coming is to 
bless us by teaching us to turn from all iniquity, and at 
His second coming He will save all who have turned 
from all evil. For the “far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory” (II Cor. 4:17, 18), we can keep God’s 
commandments; but we cannot change this poor, mortal 
body, that it may be “fashioned like unto his glorious 
body.” As Paul truly said: “But the commonwealth to 
which we belong is in heaven, and from it we are eagerly 
awaiting the coming of a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will make our bodies over to resemble his glorious 
body, by exerting the power he has to subject every- 
thing to himself” (Phil. 3: 20, 21, Goodspeed’s transla- 
tion), and then we shall be saved. 





The Law of Kindness 


HERE is a legend of a wise king who was keenly in- 

terested in the welfare of his people. He delighted in 
peace and harmony, and to encourage his subjects to be 
thus minded he furnished every householder throughout 
his domain with a miracle lamp of perpetual light. The 
oil in this lamp would replenish itself continually, but 
only on one condition. The requirement was to do at 
least one good deed a day; otherwise the light would 
gradually go out. Every evening, from his high tower the 
king could see what homes were dimly lighted, which 
were in total darkness and which were radiantly lighted. 
He knew where the law of kindness was practiced. 

Kindness is one of the greatest powers for good on 
earth. Every living thing responds to kindness. All plant 
life and animal life yields to its power. How far and wide 
the light of human kindness could radiate if it were prac- 
ticed by all humanity! What a different world we would 
have! Instead of greed and selfishness, there could ve a 
united aim for peace and good will among men. What our 
world needs today is more of that activated kindness 
which both Jesus and Paul preached and practiced. They 
kept their lights burning so brightly that the rays have 
reached down through the centuries and have touched 
our lives, also. We, too, are trying to keep our lamps 
burning brightly. 

Paul said, “Let your lives be living proofs of the things 
which please God. It is even possible for light to turn the 
thing it shines upon, into light.” If practicing this law, 
the light from Heaven will shine upon us. It will become a 
part of us so that we in turn may brighten a little of the 
world around us. When the God of Heaven looks down, 
does He see that we are practicing the law of kindness? 

The law of kindness is synonymous with love and char- 
ity and has the same long list of noble attributes: “It is 


very kind, knows no jealousy, makes no parade, gives it- 
self no airs, is never rude, never selfish, never irritated, 
never resentful, never glad when others go wrong, al- 
ways slow to expose, always eager to believe the best. 
always hopeful, always patient.” Kindness will never 
cease out of the land so long as someone remembers to 
be kind, one to another. The kinder we are, the brighter 
burns our lamp. 

Deception cannot be practiced and palmed off as kind. 
ness. You cannot be kind and unkind at the same moment. 
To be rude and pass it off with a smile will not pass the act 
as pure gold. It is still unkindness, no matter how it is 
covered up or daubed over. Even a wrong motive dims 
the brightness of a seemingly kind act. Unkindness will 
“out” no matter how it is disguised. Kindness must come 
from the heart, to keep the lamp burning. 


Kindness is to do and say 
The kindest things in the kindest way. 


The law of kindness works both ways. A kind deed 
not only brings the light of happiness to the recipient but 
it also brightens the day for the giver. When we perform 
the most ordinary act as though we were doing it for 
the Lord Himself, we are twice blessed. 

It does not necessarily take something outstanding to 
make our lamp burn the brighter. Around us, there are 
those who are weighed down with the cares and trials of 
the day. To them a word of cheer means more than a 
gift of dollars and cents. If we would only take time out 
to give a gesture of courtesy, a word of understanding 
to one in trouble, a warm greeting to a tired soul, a 
cheery letter to a lonely heart, or a word of encourage- 
ment to someone brought low by trial or adversity. Since 
God is crowning our days with benefits and tender mer- 
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cies, can we not afford to be kind and merciful to others? 
The glow from our lamp may brighten another’s life. 

“Kindness is the oil that takes friction out of life.” 
When the gears of one’s patience are out of alignment, 
how often a word of kindness will set things to running 
smoothly again. It is the bitter words and the cross words 
that make the wheels turn hard. Applying the oil of kind- 
ness in another’s life can ease the tension in our own. 
When one would feel sorry for himself, let him look 
around and find someone whose complexities are greater 
than his own. People who are sorry for themselves can 
never be truly sorry for others. Their own lamp is burn- 
ing so low, how can they cheer others? 

Reproofs and corrections are the greatest deeds of 
kindness, for they point the way to eternal life. The 
Psalmist wrote, “If the righteous smite [correct] me, it 
is a kindness. And if he rebuke me, it is the finest oil; let 
not my head refuse it.” How sad that human nature does 
not respond to this sort of kindness! Yet mankind must 
have correction, for it is not in man to know how to 
walk and direct his steps toward the Kingdom. Many are 
the times we have needed adverse circumstances to awaken 
us to the realization that we were walking on the edge 
of a precipice. When heading for the mire-hole, how much 
better to be warned and cautioned, to consider, to weigh 
and turn back. Many times the supposed hindrance is 
only sand in one’s tracks to keep one from slipping. Duty 
calls us often to be the Good Samaritan, but we are so 
busy with our own little interests, that, like the priest 
and Levite, we just pass by on the other side. How sad 
it must make our King to see our lamp going out for 
lack of that precious oil! 

Happy is the person who can look back with affection 
and gratitude to a teacher or counselor who, governed by 
the law of Truth and kindness, guided his youthful feet in 
the narrow way and instructed him in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. He can recall the encouraging 
word for the task well done, as well as the occasional re- 
proof for some act in waywardness. Wise reproofs and 
corrections do not seem to be a kindness in childhood. 
In after years, he trustfully leans upon that kind voice 
of counsel when he is confronted with difficult decisions. 
In old age, too, he remembers to keep his lamp brightly 
burning. 

Nothing is so opposite to kindness as ingratitude. 
Jesus’ whole life was governed by the law of kindness, 
yet He experienced the bitterness of man’s ingratitude. A 
noted writer paraphrased it thus: 


Blow, blow thou winter wind, 
Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude. 


Jesus had an overflowing compassion and good will to- 
ward His fellow men. He considered their temporal needs 
and fed thousands with loaves and fishes. In being con- 
cerned over their spiritual needs, He gave them bounti- 
fully of the Bread of Heaven and the Water of Life. 
Again and again, He gave of His Father’s abundance, 
drawing upon the Heavenly storehouse for the blessings 
which He lavishly bestowed upon the sick, the blind and 
the miserably afflicted in sin and iniquity. He practiced 
the law of kindness without stint nor spared Himself. But 
oh, the ingratitude of man! 

For His good deeds of kindness and acts of mercy, the 





wicked rabble condemned Him to death. What law was 
stirring in their hearts as they led their Benefactor away 
to be crucified? Surely not the law of kindness... . only 
the cold law of ingratitude. Their lamps had gone out! 

Twenty centuries have slipped into the past since man’s 
ingratitude toward Christ, our Lord. As His representa- 
tives on earth, let us show our gratitude by doing deeds 
of kindness in His name. For did He not say, “For as 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me”? 

Let us consider, How bright is owr lamp burning today? 





You will not be sorry for hearing before judging, for 
thinking before speaking, for bridling an angry tongue, 
for stopping the ears of a talebearer, for disbelieving 
most of the ill reports, for being kind to the distressed, 
for being patient toward everybody, for doing good to all 
men, for being courteous to all. 





Musings of the Editor 


iy DOES not take much to make of us a hypocrite before 
God. A hypocrite is one who acts a false part or makes 
false professions. We have all professed to be followers of 
Jesus. Since and while making that profession we have all 
made that profession false by unworthy deeds, either de- 
liberately or through self-deception. Willful sin after knowl- 
edge of the law and acceptance of its conditions makes us a 

: hypocrite. A divided heart or a mental res- 
Hypocrites ervation in our service to God makes us a 

hypocrite. 

One of the notorious hypocrites of the Bible was the rich 
young ruler who came to Jesus to ask, “What shall I do to 
gain eternal life?” He did not want advice or instruction at 
all; the very question was hypocrisy. What he wanted was a 
pat on the back. Jesus said, “Keep the commandments.” In- 
wardly, no doubt, the inquirer glowed with pleasure. “All 
these things have I kept from my youth up,” he said com- 
placently. “What lack I yet?” The last question did not mean 
a thing. He had not the slightest doubt that the answer would 
be, “Nothing. You are doing all in your power. Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.” However, when the 
great and glaring lack was pointed out to him, he went away 
disappointed and disgusted, “for he had great possessions.” 

We have all been hypocrites. We cannot help the past now; 
the serious question is, are we still hypocrites before God to- 
day—now—this minute? Pray that it may not be so, for we 
all would like to experience that eternal joy, and “the joy of 
the hypocrite is but for a moment.” 

The solution is perfectly clear and within our grasp: Go 
and sin no more. “If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far 
away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For 
then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt 
be steadfast, and shalt not fear.” We must not remain in this 
hypocritical condition; let us cry, “If I have done iniquity, 
I will do no more.” Act on the Word, not merely listen to it; 
then all hypocrisy and sham will be gone from our lives, and 
in the Day of Judgment, we shall stand before the throne 
without fear. 








Conclusion of Series: 


VOICES 
from the Roll 
of the Book 


ESTHER 


in time of crisis 


RIENDS of the household of faith, greetings! 

Out of the storied past, I, Hadassah, bring a mes- 
sage to encourage your faith in difficult and dangerous 
times, Perhaps you will remember me better by my Per- 
sian name, Esther. As you know, my parents died when 
I was a young child, and, in accordance with the law of 
Moses which commended the fatherless to the care of 
their kindred, Mordecai my kinsman adopted me and 
brought me up as his own daughter. 

His parental kindness, his care of my education, and, 
most important, his diligence in training me in the pre- 
cepts, the counsels, and the precious promises of the God 
of Israel, fills my heart with the deepest gratitude. 

Time will not permit me to give more than a brief 
glimpse of my life in the Persian capital where I lived 
with my uncle—happy and busily engaged with the daily 
duties with which you yourselves are familiar in your 
own comfortable homes. The days seemed to take wings 
and fly away. Suddenly— all was changed. 

You will remember, too, my uncle was attached to the 
court of King Ahasuerus who ruled over an extensive 
empire; and the time had come to choose a new queen. 
That this distinction was more painful than pleasing to 
my uncle you cannot for a moment doubt; let me hasten 
to assure you I was equally averse to enter upon the high 
station to which I had been selected. This honor was 
unsought—unwelcome; but to refuse the command of the 
king would, of course, have been futile. 

You will understand, I am sure, the grave questions 
which suddenly confronted me: surrounded with all the 
temptations of regal splendor, power and adulation, could 
I remain faithful and true to my God? I was so young; 
would I prove equal to the task? or become proud and 
haughty, forgetting the righteous commandments of the 
Eternal? It was a frightening thought. But help would 
be available. “Consider the noble Joseph, my daughter, 
the venerable Moses—the uncommon excellence of char- 
acter of the servants of Jehovah; were they not raised 
from humble station to exalted rank and power, retain- 
ing their integrity?” Indeed, it was so. What they had 
done, with the help of Jehovah I would do. I would lean 
on the precious promise: “The eternal God is thy refuge 
and underneath are the everlasting arms.” Thus was I 
comforted and strengthened. So began the next phase of 
my training. 

You have heard of the glittering splendor and fabulous 
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Let no faintheartedness turn you aside from the duty 
to which you are clearly called. 


magnificence of Shushan and its palaces. Dear friends, 
I cannot emphasize too strongly, had it not been for the 
influence of this good man who early impressed my mind 
with godly principles, which are the surest safeguard 
against the assaults of temptation, I could not have re- 
mained unaffected by this pomp and splendor of high 
worldly position. O my sisters, tenderly guide the young 
entrusted to your care. Teach them by your example the 
advantages of righteous living; in your home make good- 
ness attractive; surround them with your love, gentle- 
ness, courage, and share their problems. 

I cannot begin to tell you what a blessing it was to me 
that Mordecai was still my protector and guardian, or 
how frequently I sought his counsel; for many were the 
problems that would arise from time to time in the palace 
at Shushan. How these visits strengthened my desire to 
develop a character worthy of a position in that glorious 
Kingdom of God, that Kingdom which shall never be de- 
stroyed. 

We saw this great Day afar off, that is true, but we 
realized the urgent need of preparing for it before the 
sleep of death did overtake us. It is at your very door; are 
you prepared for it? You, who are so highly favored to 
be living in this age that shall see the consummation of 
the ages, the return of the Redeemer to Zion—you would 
grow weary in view of the Promised Land? It is unthink- 
able! Dear friends of the eleventh hour, no matter how 
dark the night may be, oh, do not give up; with courage, 
victory can be yours. 

You have been called upon to face a crisis in your 
lives? I was too, What is your reaction? panic? Do you 
know that without courage you are unable to make the 
best use of your resources? Let me recall to your mind 
those trying days when my people, the Jews, both young 
and old, little children and women, had been condemned 
to death entirely at the request of the king’s prime min- 
ister—Haman. Oh, it was a monstrous plan! Who can de- 
scribe the feelings of my uncle, knowing that he indirectly 
was the cause of this terrible decree? Indeed, his heart 
was filled with grief and sorrow; the city was greatly dis- 
turbed and shocked. But time spent in sorrow is useless. 
Something must be done. My uncle believed that God 
would not allow the complete annihilation of His people. 
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With that abiding faith in Jehovah, in Him who over- 
rules the plans of men, my uncle, Mordecai, proceeded 
with the situation to the best of his ability. 

I did not, of course, foresee my position in his plan, 
and my answer to his urgent message to use my influence 
with the king must have been a great disappointment. 
In my mind, I sought to excuse myself of the responsi- 
bility it involved, the danger. Surely my uncle would un- 
derstand. Though queen by royal proclamation, my posi- 
tion at the court of Persia was not that of a helpmeet and 
companion. No. Paganism did not give that position to 
its women which you in your age enjoy. You, my sisters, 
who have so largely profited by this great social reform, 
will you not hold with firmer hands the grand precepts 
of Truth which gives dignity to womanhood and happi- 
ness to the home? 

Mordecai sternly rebuked my timidity. Had I not been 
taught from a child that the highest form of discipline is 
willing obedience? If from fear of meeting a possible fate 
under the king’s displeasure I withheld my assistance, I 
would meet certain death in the general massacre. ‘““Who 
knows whether thou art come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?” I would be the instrument God would 
use. My duty was clear. The crisis had now come when 
victory or defeat awaited me. This was the tidal time of 
my life. 

In the sanctuary of the royal apartments, with fasting 
and prayer I sought guidance and strength from Jehovah, 
He who rules supremely above all princes and potentates 
of earth, He “who hath respect unto the lowly: but the 
proud he knoweth afar off.” Thus did I go in unto the 
king to seek deliverance for my people. 

(You are familiar with the wonderful deliverance 
which God afforded us, and the fate of the wicked prime 
minister. Haman’s wicked and ingenious devising pro- 
vided—unwittingly—the instrument for his own destruc- 
tion! even the 50 ft. gallows on which he had hoped to 
hang his innocent enemy.) 

It was Mordecai’s words which nerved me for my duty, 
and it is my wish that these words would ring down the 
corridors of time as an undying challenge to the courage 
and faith of youth: Let no faintheartedness turn you 
aside from the duty to which you are clearly called, no 
matter how hard the duty may be or how much apparent- 
ly beyond your powers. If you fail, someone else will do 
the job and win the glory. “Enlargement and deliver- 
ance will arise ... from another place.” But you will have 
been untrue to your calling, for how do you know but 
what you were sent into the world for this special duty 
at this special time? 

My dear friends, God will test you, prepare you, and 
strengthen you for greater duties ahead; have courage to 
perform your duty well. “. .. and who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

Farewell. 





VALOR 


In mild weather we may boast of braving the storm. 
On shore we may speak of defying the waves. In a par- 
lor we may vaunt of ranging battlefields. Valor is plenti- 
ful until it is brought to the test. But only when the test 
has been made can we be sure whether it is spurious or 
genuine. 


WATCH HOW YOU READ 


“It is one thing to read the Bible through, 
Another thing to read to learn and do. 

Some read it with design to learn to read, 
But to the subject pay but little heed. 

Some read it as their duty once a week, 

But no instruction from the Bible seek; 
While others read it with but little care, 
With no regard to how they read, nor where. 
Some read it as a history, to know 

How people lived three thousand years ago. 
Some read to bring themselves into repute 
By showing others how they can dispute; 
While others read because their neighbors do, 
To see how long ’twill take to read it through. 
Some read it for the wonders that are there— 
How David killed a lion and a bear; 

While others read it with uncommon care, 
Hoping to find some contradiction there! 
Some read as though it did not speak to them, 
But to the people at Jerusalem. 

One reads it as a book of mysteries, 

And won’t believe the very thing he sees. 
One reads with father’s ‘specs’ upon his head, 
And sees things just as his father said. 

Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed, 
Hence understand but little that they read; 
For every passage in the Book they bend, 

To make it suit that all-important end! 
Some people read, as I have often thought, 
To teach the Book instead of being taught, 
And some there are who read it out of spite— 
I fear there are but few who read it right. 
So many people in these latter days, 

Have read the Bible in so many ways 

That few can tell which system is the best, 
For every party contradicts the rest! 

But read it prayerfully, and you will see, 
Although men contradict, God’s words agree. 
For what the early Bible Prophets wrote, 
We find that Christ and His Apostles quote: 
So trust no creed that trembles to recall 
What has been penned by one and verified by all. 
Read it till all the truth you see, 

Then all will be sweet harmony.” 


EADING, in its various forms, has always been the 
chief source of cultural development; and through 
its broad avenues has marched the racial advancement of 
the world. Unfortunately, as the mass of printed material 
has increased in the world, reading intelligently has de- 
creased as a habit until the world laxity is now betrayed 
by the current slogan, “Relax and Read.” This indiffer- 
ence pervades even the reading of God’s Word. Too often 
people are mechanical in their reading of the Bible. 
Although religion is the most powerful factor that gov- 
erns the conduct of man, very few realize that true faith 
stems only from a proper reading of the fundamental 
truths of the Word of God (Rom. 10: 17). We must there- 
fore guard against reading Scriptures thoughtlessly, and 
awake to the fact that we also are in danger of allowing 
our religion to become formal and lifeless. 
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“What do you read, my lord?” asks a classic character. 

“Words, words, words.” 

Is it so with our reading? 

To read the Scriptures profitably the intellect must be 
alert as we read. We must maintain an open attitude and 
be conscious of the thoughts we are gathering. A listen- 
ing mind can hear the cry of Wisdom, and walk in the 
way she directs; but when the head gets sleepy or the 
mind wanders, we do not retain much. We pass over the 
page without actually knowing or understanding what 
we have read. An intense interest is required, and it is 
necessary to become so engrossed that our own desires 
are stilled as we hearken to God’s written will. 

We cannot read for mere entertainment and be taking 
diligent heed to the wealth of warning, correction and 
edification in the Book of books. We should read to pon- 
der our ways more and more, read to freshen our medita- 
tions, and to keep our minds crisp with holy endeavor. 

No book is more thoroughly intriguing and fascinating 
to study than the Bible. The soaring anthem of every 
joyous saint should be, “O, how love I thy law! it is my 
meditation all the day.” Is any activity in life more wor- 
thy of being held in grip by the heart? What is there 
upon earth that could more fully capture our hearts that 
strain for the hope of immortality? 


“Then seek for the deep-hidden treasures, 
Stored away in His promises true, 

Each word holds a treasure from heaven, 
There’s a wonderful wealth there for you.” 


How often we have sung those beautiful words, but 
do we really believe them? We do not, if we are not por- 
ing, with interest and delight, over the contents of Divine 
Law. If the Bible is not wonderfully alive to us, and if 
we are not inflamed with the Truth, it is because we have 
suffered a drastic decline in our thirst for the water of 
life. Those of us who are panting after the waterbrooks 
of God with all our soul, will look into the Scriptures and 
course through its pages for knowledge and understand- 
ing, just as faithful saints before us have done. 

To read well is to keep the Divine precepts in mind 
with a determination to obey them. As accuracy to law 
is the scientist’s first principle, so accuracy to the Law of 
the Lord is the mark of a Christian, that which dis- 
tinguishes him from al] other people. They search the 
Lord’s Scriptures in the strictest of self-examination that 
they may finally arrive at perfection. They read to judi- 
ciously prune themselves so that they will not follow their 
own caprices; thus they develop self-control. For a man’s 
will goes with the motive that he makes greatest. If Truth 
is his highest motivating power, then his will becomes 
more and more in harmony with Truth. He intelligently 
grows to self-mastery. He watches to see that his highest 
motives are fed by Truth. “Thy Word is truth,” and it 
has all the answers. 

It is not a drudgery but a privilege for us to test how 
much we will make of ourselves through practicing the 
principles which we learn by reading the thoughts of 
God. Our mental energy needs to be charged with en- 
thusiasm by serious, systematic study to fill up our spirit- 
ua] reservoir and arm us with the armor of God. This 
will induce some liveliness into our religion. Reading 
God’s Word should be a daily habit with us, or the proper 
stimulus for renewing the inward man is impaired; and 


can be entirely lost in time. It can become so lost that we 
do not obtain any joyous reaction from reading. It does 
actually involve mental work to studiously read the Bible; 
but when done daily, it is a tonic that makes faith shine 
brighter, and permeates one with the instinct of victory. 
It arouses our minds and conducts them from earth’s 
poverty to heavenly riches. When a man’s heart becomes 
entwined in the commandments of God, there is no power 
that can divest him of loyalty, purity and absolute guile- 
lessness. 

This grandest Book of all books is a temple full of 
Truth, There is no prohibition to walk its holy corridors 
and no qualifications to store its treasures up but those 
of willingness, humility, and reverence. Let us be con- 
strained in meekness to sit in the learner’s seat where 
radiant Light floods down in unsealed fountains of Wis- 
dom; where the spotless principles of God and the lofti- 
est inspirations of man are met; and where our thirsty, 
panting souls may drink the purest waters of life and 
live forevermore! 





FROM THE QUARRY 
TO THE TEMPLE 


HE rock known as granite embodies three outstand- 

ing qualities: endurance, workability, and beauty. 
Because of these qualities, granite is in growing demand 
by architects everywhere to be used in erecting struc- 
tures that possess permanence combined with charm. The 
geologists tell us that granite is composed of three prin- 
cipal minerals: feldspar, mica, and quartz; the last 
named being the most resistant of all common minerals. 
They claim that during the formation of the earth these 
minerals were in a liquid, heated state; but upon cooling 
became fused into the granite so widely used today. 

The method employed in the erection of Solomon’s 
temple is familiar to all students of Biblical history. All 
the stones were previously prepared, carved, chiseled and 
fitted, so that when assembled they went together with- 
out the sound of a hammer or of any tool being used upon 
them (I Kings 6:7). This was emblematic of the manner 
in which the spiritual stones will be assembled to build 
the temple or house of the Lord, of which Jesus is the 
chief corner stone. 

A striking parallel exists between the method of proc- 
essing granite and the work of forming a Christian char- 
acter. Both are cut to size and shape before they reach 
the site where they are to be assembled into a building. 
It is said that when an architect contemplates using this 
“stone of ageless beauty” in a structure, he sends blue- 
prints to a company operating a granite quarry. Here 
the blueprints are carefully checked and the blocks of 
freshly quarried granite are worked upon with modern 
machinery which soon cuts the block down to the re- 
quired specifications of size and polish, so when received 
at the site of the proposed building the contractor need 
only follow the returned blueprints, and the blocks, cor- 
respondingly numbered, go into place “without the sound 
of a hammer.” 


How similar is the experience of the Christian. We all 
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were, at one time, rough, unhewn stones, or blocks, little 
different from all the others lying about us. But there 
was a difference, however, just as the quarryman notes 
the difference between the first line granite found in 
the best veins of the quarry and the second grade found 
in the marginal sectors of the stone bed. The first quality 
can be worked upon without revealing flaws, the poorer 
grades cannot. In like manner the Lord foresaw that we 
possessed the qualities to make a stone of beauty for His 
temple. He saw there was material in us that could be 
developed, material that would receive a high polish if 
sufficiently worked upon. The “hammer” of God’s word 
(Jer. 23:29) began its creative work upon us. There 
were bumps of selfishness to be removed, bumps of anger, 
pride, envy, foolishness, self-esteem, and many lesser 
evils which rendered the surface of our “stone” too rough 
to take the final polish without further processing. 

Sometimes we are prone to dodge as the blessed “ham- 
mer” is descending to do its creative work, saying by our 
actions that we do not need to be further worked upon. 
But rest assured that the Lord will not strike one blow 
too few or one blow too many, and He knows exactly 
where each blow is needed. Indeed, we shall never be 
ready for the buffing wheel that brings the final polish, 
enabling us to reflect the image of our Master, until 
we have learned to use the “hammer” upon ourselves, for 
many of our shortcomings are known only to ourselves. 

Many times, as our foggy vision gradually cleared, we 
have said, “I think I look worse now than when work 
was first begun on me.” But no, we only look worse to 
ourselves because our vision has improved, we can see 
ourselves more clearly than before, hence our aberrations 
are more obnoxious to us. If we are sincerely working 
with self, letting the “hammer” knock off the deformities 
of sin, we shall be looking better to the Lord, and to our 
friends in the spiritual life. So let us not dodge nor cringe 
before the descending blow, but welcome each stroke as 
bringing us one step nearer to perfection. 

As each blow brings the granite block that much nearer 
to shattering, so in the spiritual life each evil subdued or 
diminished makes the mastery of other sins the easier. 
And as we work persistently upon one particular evil, 
watching it become smaller and smaller, our intensified 
watchfulness will provide the abrasive to accomplish the 
polishing process so essential to perfection of character. 

But this calls for endurance, for steadily resisting the 
persistent call of the flesh to rest awhile and take things 
easy. No, this is not the resting time, rest comes later. 
Now we must chisel and polish, chisel and polish, until 
every slight deviation from the blueprint is corrected, 
and our daily living presents a polish and luster compar- 
able to the finished granite block. 

At Judgment Day it will be too late to make amends 
for past transgressions; “now is the accepted time, now 
is the day of salvation,” now is the time for the cutting, 
chipping and polishing. Then when the temple of the Lord 
is assembled, we shall be accepted as a perfect stone, a 
“stone of ageless beauty,” to grace that Temple through- 
out ages unending. 





Cheerfulness will oil toil. 


Bear your burdens as if they were privileges. 


MAKE YOUR THOUGHTS 
OBEY CHRIST 


NE of the most difficult duties of a Christian is 

thinking like a Christian. Many of us whose outward 
conduct is at least acceptable let our thinking fall far 
below the standard of Truth. If we would look down into 
our hearts, and search a little deeper, we would find many 
thoughts and feelings of unkindness quite in opposition 
to the mind of Christ. For there, amid the hidden shad- 
ows of the soul, lie unsurrendered hatreds, unforgiving 
resentments, unconfessed sins, and unconsecrated desires 
that work havoc. In his letter to the Christians in Corinth 
Paul wrote, “I take captive every thought and make it 
obey Christ.” 

Thoughts are wild and random things. They are harder 
to control than actions. They are forever flying off on 
prodigal excursions to distant lands. Thoughts are not 
naturally domesticated. They do not automatically come 
in and lie down at the feet of Christ. They must be taken 
captive, said Paul, and made to obey Christ. And if our 
thoughts are not in captivity to Christ, it will show in 
our actions, for wrong thinking leads to wrong doing and 
wrong doing leads to un-doing. 

The armed services of our country have found that 
the well-trained and useful soldier must have his mind 
and his morale trained too, so that he knows why he is 
fighting, and what he is fighting for. You’ve got to take 
captive a man’s thoughts to make him do his best. 

Thoughts can be brought into captivity in several ways. 
You can choose whom you are going to serve. You can 
say, “I shall take captive every thought and make it obey 
me. I will think only what serves my own persona] in- 
terests.” Or, “I can take captive every thought and make 
it obey society, by letting my standards be molded by the 
community in which I live.” Or, it may be, “TI take cap- 
tive every thought and make it obey the State.” That’s 
totalitarianism. The most dangerous thing about Com- 
munism is not its economic theory, but its assumption 
that it is the right of the State to control man’s thoughts. 
For when the mind of man is enslaved to the State it has 
begun the process of degeneration. In contrast, the man 
in Truth says that he will take every thought and make 
it obey, not himself, not his neighbor, not the State, but 
Christ. When the mind of man is enslaved to the man it 
means destruction—oblivion. When the mind of man is 
stayed on Christ, it means life—a life of eternal expan- 
sion and growth. 

Do you not see why we must not, dare not, fasten our 
attention on distressing conditions or fill our minds with 
wrong and distressing thoughts? Fortunately, we can 
drop the thoughts that do the harm. The power of thought 
is man’s greatest gift from God. And it is one of our 
greatest blessings that the mind can at any time change 
its thoughts, and can think only one coherent thought at 
a time. Instead of thinking limited, puny, wretched 
thoughts we can lift up our minds to God. Dare to throw 
away every cloud and shadow of unbelief. Try to live one 
perfect day in your mental domain, one day in which you 
lift your mind up to God and think His thoughts. God is 
not short-tempered, or sensitive, covetous, or grasping, 
is not subject to hurt feelings; but He is merciful, long- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Therefore we must pay the closer attention to what we 
have heard, lest we drift away from it” (Heb. 2: 1, R.S.V.). 


When we look over our past we see failures. It is a 
rare life indeed that can look back without regrets, or 
that can see nothing but a bright shining track of good 
behind him. Failures, whether great or small, are, never- 
theless, failures; and being such, they will bar our en- 
trance to Eternity. Our failures need not always be char- 
acterized as those ascribed to the lowest of humanity, but 
by Christian standards and in view of the wisdom en- 
trusted to us, any transgression of God’s law makes us, in 
that respect, a failure. 

We can be failures to our calling through numerous 
transgressions of law or because we have not made the 
best of our opportunity, or have not used our ability as 
we should. When one looks back over his life since com- 
ing under the influence of God’s law, if he cannot see 
glaring offenses he certainly can see periods where he 
could have done better, or, as a summary, he must admit 
that he could and should be much farther ahead in divine 
things, both in knowledge and in experience. 

Our text points to the danger of the present. The ever- 
present tendency is to relax and be at ease, and once in 
that condition people are carried away like driftwood 
from the things of primal importance. People do not nec- 
essarily deny their high Christian calling, they merely 
drift from it. The results are the same. 

What is the cause of drifting? 

The obvious answer is a want of anchorage. A boat 
does not drift if it is anchored, nor do people move about 
from one way of life to another when they are settled 
and established in their belief. When men and women 
have no settled religious convictions then they are dan- 
gerously likely to drift. In a general way they may believe 
in God, in Christ, in His coming, and the work that needs 
to be done, but that belief or faith is of little value when 
it does not restrain them from evil. That faith is near 
the drifting point which does not inspire to good. That 
faith which is in reality anchored, and grounded, and set- 
tled will not only manifest itself in abstinence from evil, 
but will be alive, energetic and zealous for every thing 
that is good. It will be pushing its way upstream. 

Drifting is also caused by winds and currents. What is 
easier than to go along with the crowd! To go along in 
the conventional manner of life is what most people de- 
sire, and even after one has had a vision of better things 
that tendency still persists. 

Companionship is another source of danger. The Apos- 
tle Paul warned: “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company 
ruins good morals.’ Come to your right mind and sin no 
more. For some have not the knowledge of God” (I Cor. 
15:33, 34, R. S. V.). In questionable company one may 
feel himself strong to resist any alluring invitation into 
by-paths, but little by little the evil wins. 

Circumstances and the many influences of modern life 
are yet another cause of drifting. We allow the cares of 


life to influence us; we are lured by the deceitfulness of 
riches and the many attractive items money can buy. We 
labor and tug to lay up stores for the years ahead and 
forget, or rather, sacrifice, the things of the spirit. We 
grasp the perishing and spurn the enduring! That which 
should be first (Matt. 6:33) is neglected. 

The process of drifting needs to be arrested! 

Rocks and sand bars can be marked on a chart and a 
boat under good command can avoid them. But it is not 
so With a ship that has broken loose from its moorings. 
Drifting means ruin. A drifting vessel is also a source of 
danger to other vessels. The dangers involved and the 
wreckage that may result is incalculable. 

In successful business enterprises men never think of 
drifting into success. No department can be neglected 
even for a short time without noticeable loss. If a gar- 
dener or a farmer lets his fields “drift” what happens? A 
bountiful harvest? Never! It is so in our religious life; 
drifting means loss and ruin. 

Drifting in spiritual things is all the more dangerous 
because so often no one can perceive the drifter’s con- 
dition. From all outward appearances he may appear all 
right. This is illustrated in the message to the “angel’’ of 
the church at Sardis: “You have a name of being alive, 
and are dead. Awake, and strengthen what remains and 
is on the point of death, for I have not found your works 
perfect in the sight of my God.” It is a sad situation; 
most unwholesome to be sure. But the Lord is merciful 
and offers hope: “Remember then what you received and 
heard; Keep that, and repent. If you will not awake, I 
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour 
I will come upon you” (Rev. 3: 1—3, R.S.V.). 

In order to avoid drifting or to arrest our drifting con- 
dition we must confront owrselves. This is difficult, for 
most of us through habitual practice, conscious or un- 
conscious, have become incredibly skillful at avoiding 
ourselves. We fear to face ourselves honestly and do al- 
most everything else to excuse our laxity. But certainly 
the only way to right our wrongs is to start with our- 
selves—not another, not circumstances, but self. 

Next we must consider ourselves and know the kind 
of creatures we are. Successful spiritual living demands 
singleness of purpose. One cannot crowd a little of every- 
thing under the sun into one’s life and succeed. The prin- 
cipal theme must dominate. 

We must pay attention to our choice of the numerous 
things that would claim our interest. Our ability to choose 
is our greatest asset, but there can be no success as long 
as mean or beastly traits in us are allowed freedom. 

We must exercise control. The effective way to do this 
is to stir up the imagination of our minds. Pay attention 
to the precious promises. Picture the best, the glory to 
be revealed, vividly. Speak habitually of the good and 
righteous way of living. Think optimistically of all it is 
possible for you to become—pure, brave, conscientious, 
helpful. Thrust your best efforts into every good work in 
which you are involved. Avoid talking to no purpose 
about the devilish, carnal, degrading things that are al- 
ready done. Give no portion of your mind to bitterness or 
revenge however severe the injury you felt. Entertain 
only the good, the true, the beautiful. 

Finally, according to Paul’s admonition (Phil. 4:8), 
think upon the things which are true, honorable, just, 
pure, lovely, gracious. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Who are the “other sheep” to which Jesus refers? 


They are the Ishmael seed or subjects of the kingdom 
taken out during the 1,000 years. 

Jesus likened His obedient followers to sheep who hear 
His voice. In vision, John saw Jesus, the Lamb, and His 
chosen who are to rule the world in righteousness after 
Christ’s return (Rev. 14:1; 20:4). They are the sheep 
of “this fold” (John 10: 16). During the millennial reign 
the subjects or “other sheep” are taken out, a second fold 
or “number no man can number” (Rev. 7:9). At the end 
of which the two seeds or folds are joined together so 
there is one fold and one Shepherd. 


When the Bible speaks of the four corners of the earth, 
does that indicate that it is square? 


No. It is merely a figure of speech, like the four winds, 
signifying every place or direction. The Prophet Isaiah 
(40: 22) makes a plain statement that the Lord sits upon 
the “circle of the earth” proving it is a sphere. Dr. Mof- 
fatt’s translation betters even that by saying, He sits 
“over the round earth, so high.” 


Why is Christ said to be the beginning (I Tim. 6: 16) 
when the patriarchs and many other saints lived before Him? 


He is the first one of the Adamic race to receive im- 
mortality, first in the new Creation, the “world to come” 
(Heb. 2:5), the “firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18). 
God and the angels long prior to Christ enjoyed the bless- 
ings of immortal life, but Christ was the first of the 
earthly family to receive it (I Tim. 6:16; I Cor. 15: 20, 
23). 


By what process do angels receive wings? 


Wings signify power. It is the power and knowledge of 
a higher law, seen in a limited, instinctive form in the 
flight of birds, but reserved in its fullness as a reward 
for the faithful (Isa. 40:31). It is as much a law to be 
imparted in the future as the strength to “run and not 
grow weary or walk and not faint.” Jesus made reference 
to the same law in John 3: 8; every one born of the Spirit 
can move with the freedom of the wind. 

Of the recorded visits of angels there is nothing to 
imply that they had literal wing growth. When Lot, 
Joshua and others were visited by angels, they did not 
at first distinguish them from ordinary men. Wings 
would have been most obvious. Angels were never pic- 
tured with wings until after the fourth century. 


Why did God hide His Truth from the wise and prudent 
(Luke 10: 21)? 

This is an improper translation. Properly rendered 
from the Greek, the verse would read, “I thank thee... 
that the things which the wise and prudent have hid, thou 
hast revealed unto babes.” It was the wise of this world 
who did the hiding (Jer. 5:31; 12:10; I Cor. 2: 6—8). 
But God saw fit that in spite of this, His truth should be 
revealed to babes, those humble followers of Jesus who 
feed on the “milk of. the word” instead of hiding its 
beauty and simplicity with their own interpretation 
(I Pet. 2:2; I Cor. 4:15). 
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Why did Jesus leave the ninety-nine sheep to go after the 
one lost sheep? 


After drawing the illustration (Luke 15: 4—7), Jesus 
explained what He meant. “I say unto you, that likewise 
joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need 
no repentance.” The ninety-nine were simply just in their 
own eyes, so self-righteous that they did not think they 
needed to repent, whereas the facts are that all have 
sinned, and stand in need of repentance, reformation and 
forgiveness. This is the class described in Prov. 30: 12 
and Eccl. 7: 15, the “generation pure in their own eyes”; 
the “just man that perisheth in his righteousness.” See 
also Prov. 16: 2. 

This is paralleled by the parable of the Pharisee and 
the Publican, The humble publican, realizing and repent- 
ing of his shortcomings, is justified in the sight of God. 
The ninety-nine, like the Pharisee, are self-satisfied. The 
fact that the shepherd left them in the wilderness is very 
good proof that they were not of much value. 


Why does the Prophet Isaiah say “He that believeth shall 
not make haste”? (28: 16). 


Moffatt’s translation of this verse is better than the 
King James Version: ‘He who has faith in me will never 
flinch,” for it does not contradict the general teaching of 
the Bible that we must hasten our escape from evil. 





MAKE YOUR THOUGHTS OBEY CHRIST 
(Continued from page 9) 


suffering, willing that all should have sufficient time and 
opportunity to perfect the thoughts and the things they 
lack. In doing this we must let Truth penetrate into every 
recess of our conscious being, into every act, enterprise, 
and endeavor, into every corner of our heart and mind. 

Working for eternal life means the complete remaking 
of a personality. The transformation begins when we de- 
cide to give up all and present our bodies a living sacrifice 
for Truth; but this is only the beginning of a long, long 
road with many turnings. Living out the Truth will af- 
fect our whole being. We can’t even think the way we did 
before. Our minds must be converted as well as our heart, 
our pocketbook, our feet and our hands. 

True, it is a work of no small measure to change our 
misguided human thoughts, to upbuild our inner self to 
loftier stature, to bring forth that certain peace that 
passeth all understanding; but by so doing it will trans- 
mute and transform our entire existence, and in the end 
bring to us eternal life. 

If we take captive every thought, if our thoughts are 
really in obedience to Christ, they will not be the same. 
Are you one who has been dissatisfied with the fruit of 
your lips? Then look well to your thoughts, for they are 
the power which sets the gears of your words into action. 

As we deal with our wandering thoughts, let us strive 
the harder to bring them into subjection, take them cap- 
tive and hold them captive. How different, then, we would 
be, how much better and lovelier the world would be, if 
every professed Christian would think like a Christian! 
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AWAKE, ARISE, THY LIGHT IS COME 


Awake, arise, thy light is come; 

The nations, that before outshone thee, 
Now at thy feet lie dark and dumb— 

The glory of the Lord is on thee! 
Arise—the Gentiles to thy ray, 

From evry nook of earth shall cluster; 
And kings and princes haste to pay 

Their homage to thy rising luster. 
Lift up thine eyes around, and see, 

O’er foreign fields, o'er farthest waters, 
Thy exiled sons return to thee, 

To thee return thy home-sick daughters. 
And camels rich, from Midian’s tents, 

Shall lay their treasures down before thee; 
And Saba bring her gold and scents, 

To fill thy air and sparkle oer thee. 
See, who are these that, like a cloud, 

Are gathering from all earth’s dominions, 
Like doves, long absent, when allow’d 

Homeward to shoot their trembling pinions. 
Surely the isles shall wait for me, 

The ships of Tarshish round will hover, 
To bring thy sons across the sea, 

And waft their gold and silver over. 
And Lebanon thy pomp shall grace— 

The fir, the pine, the palm victorious 
Shall beautify our Holy Place 

And make the ground I tread on glorious. 
No more shall Discord haunt thy ways, 

Nor ruin waste thy cheerless nation; 
But thou shalt call thy portals, Praise, 

And thou shalt name thy walls, Salvation. 
The sun no more shall make thee bright, 

Nor moon shall lend her luster to thee; 
But God, Himself, shall be thy Light, 

And flash eternal glory through thee. 
Thy sun shall never more go down; 

A ray, from Heav’n itself descended, 
Shall light thy everlasting crown— 

Thy days of mourning all are ended. 
My own, elect, and righteous Land! 

The Branch, forever green and vernal, 
Which I have planted with this hand— 

Live thou shalt in Life Eternal. 







































































